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German and French Youth (1964)
The9ƭȅǎŞŜTreatyon German-French cooperation, signed on January 22, 1963, 
stipulated that an organization devoted to promoting exchanges and developing 
ōƻƴŘǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ άDŜǊƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ 
CǊŜƴŎƘ ȅƻǳǘƘέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ άǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŘǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
ŘŜŜǇŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ Lƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ рΣ мфсоΣ ǘƘŜ 
foreign ministers of France and Germany, Maurice Couvede Murvilleand Gerhard 
{ŎƘǊǀŘŜǊ, signed an agreement to establish the German-French Youth Office. The 
organization was officially founded on October 23, 1963, in Paris. This photo shows 
German and French youth from an international youth camp returning from work at a 
German military cemetery in Fort-de-Malmaisonon October 6, 1964. The banner 
ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀǊǊȅ ǊŜŀŘǎΥ ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ 
JugendfotoFrankfurt.
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The aim was to develop activities for, and involving, young people and their organisations, 
and geared to addressing current issues, and at the same time to facilitate encounters that 
would help individuals and groups to explore one another's identities and mutual differences; 
and also to encourage young people to participate in building a democratic, pluralist Europe. 

1968
This year has become an icon in European youth and student policies, mainly due
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ tŀǊƛǎΦ L ŘǊŀǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘǎ
that year that were perhaps even more infl uentialin European youth policies than
the student uprisings:
ςIn 1968 the Soviet Union and some of the allies in the Warsaw-pact, invaded
Czechoslovakia and stopped the Prague Spring. This event had a serious affect
on youth and student leaders in Western Europe, especially in the student movement.
It took a number of years to re-establish the contacts with the International
Union of Students.
ςDuring the 1960s Western European youth and student organisationshad
received fi nancialsupport from the Foundation of Youth and Student Affairs. In
1968 it was discovered that the CIA was behind this foundation. This resulted in
serious diffi cultiesfor a number of international non-governmental youth and
student organisations. The International Conference was dissolved (some work
continued in the International University Exchange Fund) and the World Assembly
of Youth ended its work at European level. Several individual organisations
had grave deep problems.
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The recommendation to create a European Youth Centre was
made as early as 1965 by the Parliamentary Assembly and it took
seven years until this Centre, planned within the Committee
on Out-Of-{ŎƘƻƻƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ Ψ9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ
¸ƻǳǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜΩ ōŜƘƛƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ
in 1972. The architecture of the building, created by a Norwegian
ǘŜŀƳΣ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀƭ
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΩ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜύ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǘƛƳŜ
and was enthusiastically received by its users, mainly participants
coming through International Non-governmental Youth
Organizations (ING YOs).

The European Youth Centre in Strasbourg renovated in 2008
is now into line with safety standards and has increased its capacity (meeting and conference 
rooms, restaurant area and bedrooms). It can now accommodate up to 90 guests.
The Centre is increasingly in demand from Council of Europe directorates as a special place 
for meetings, seminars and training courses, with accommodation and catering services 
available on the spot.

Rooms and services
The EYCS now has the following capacity: 40 single rooms, 17 double rooms, 2 triple rooms, a 
studio, as well as 3 rooms specially equipped to receive disabled people. Three meeting 
rooms equipped with interpretation facilities, that cater for groups of 48, 52 and 110 people. 
There are also 7 smaller meeting rooms for working groups.
The EYCS has a cybercentre with 8 computers, which are at the disposal of the participants, 
as well as a wide range of technical equipment.
Sauna is also available for guests staying at the EYCS.

East-West co-operation
Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ άƛǊƻƴ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴέ ŦǊƻƳ
the early 1950s. In Norway, the State Youth Council opened bilateral contacts
with the Soviet Union during the fi rst half of the 1950s. Both the Soviet invasion
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TheEuropean Youth Foundation (EYF)is a fund established in 1972 by the Council of Europe to provide financial 
support for European youth activities. It has an annual budget of approximately 3 million Euros. Since 1972, more 
than 300 000 young people, aged between 15 and 30 and mostly from member states, have benefited directly 
from EYF-supported activities. In 2007 the EYF supported some 300 projects involving more than 15 000 young 
people.
Its purpose is to encourage co-operation among young people in Europe by providing financial support to such 
European youth activities which serve the promotion of peace, understanding and co-operation in a spirit of 
respect for the Council of Europe's fundamental values such as human rights, democracy, tolerance and solidarity.
The EYF thus provides financial support to the following types of activity undertaken by non-governmental youth 
organisationsor networks or by other non-governmental structures involved in areas of youth work relevant to 
the Council of Europe's youth policies and work:
educational, social, cultural and humanitarian activities of a European character;
activities aiming at strengthening peace and co-operation inEurope;
activities designed to promote closer co-operation and better understanding among young people in Europe, 
particularly by developing the exchange of information;
activities intended to stimulate mutual aid in Europe and in the developing countries for cultural, educational and 
social purposes;
studies, research and documentation on youth matters.

During the discussion on the establishment of the European youth centre, the
idea was launched to create a European Youth Foundation (EYF). The French-
German youth offi ce, established in 1963, functioned as a model. The idea of
establishing a Youth Foundation (Jugendwerk) was also supported by Willy Brandt
in his inauguration speech as Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany in
1969. The abovementioned events in 1968 also played a part in gaining support
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ άǎŎŀƴŘŀƭǎέ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ
Affairs convinced many youth organisationsthat there was a need for an open
and democratically controlled source of fi nancingfor international youth and
student co-operation.
The decision to establish the European Youth Foundation was taken by The Committee
of Ministers in May 1972 and it was in function from March 1973. The
foundation was however not formally a Council of Europe institution. It had an
independent structure with the three organs: the Intergovernmental Committee, the
Governing Board and the Advisory Committee. The Council of Europe provided the
secretariat of the foundation.
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1982saw the establishment of theCAHJE, the Ad hoc Committee of Experts on 
Youth Questions, a forum through which representatives of member states of the 
Council of Europe and states which were Parties to the Cultural Convention but not 
members of the Council of Europe - 21 countries initially - could exchange 
information on their respective youth policies and establish priorities for action at 
European level, such as support for youth participation and for the provision of 
information for young people.
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In 1988the Committee of Ministers, recognisingthe importance of the sector and the 
need to put intergovernmental co-operation on a permanent footing, established 
the European Steering Committee for Intergovernmental Co-operation in the Youth 
Field (CDEJ), to succeed the CAHJE. The steering committee continued the CAHJE's 
work, particularly in the areas of mobility, information, youth participation and 
research. The CDEJ has expanded from its original 21 members, to 47 members, the 
40 members states of the Council of Europe and seven non-members which are 
Parties to the European Cultural Convention (the instrument on which the Council's 
youth activities are based).
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